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from its mouth the water is perfectly sweet and potable, if you do not dip very deep into the water. The Eastern or Damietta branch of the Nile is protected by the projection of the Delta, because the winds blow in general from the West during the winter season. The coast of Caramania and the island of Cyprus afford good shelter for shipping. The harbours in the first are Marmaras and Makri, in the last Larnaca and Limasol, where wood, water, wine, and provisions are to be found in abundance. The road from Kosetta and Aboukir to Alexandria is heavy sand, except when you can march upon the beach. Troops must disembark at four or five miles' distance from the shore near Alexandria. The boats of the fleet will carry 4000 men, and if sufficient small craft are obtained, of which there is little doubt, 3000 more may come very near the coast. Eight artillerymen and twenty sailors must land with, each piece of ordnance. Seven thousand men may be landed nearly at the same time. It will require two trips more to land the remainder of the army. With diligence and arrangement 7000 men may be on shore in three hours after the boats and small craft take their departure from the rendezvous, and in seven hours more the whole army may be landed, provided the weather is favourable during the space of ten hours. All this, however, is subject to a degree of uncertainty.
"In a country like Egypt, and in an army without cavalry, the order of battle and of march ought to be compact and the flanks protected by movable columns, composed of steady troops and commanded by judicious officers. The troops should be taught to throw themselves quickly into squares or oblongs, and when time or circumstances will not admit it, the column ought to close into a mass and face outwards. Some instructions on this head will be given. The General Officer commanding the reserve, to whom the advanced and rear guards, and the most important services of the army may be entrusted, is requested to turn his mind to the different situations in which he may be engaged."